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Welcome to Week 4. As the weather closes in, so does illness and those who escape 
to the warmer parts of the world. Our attendance rates remain at 95 percent which is 
most pleasing.  Our learners need to be at school as often as possible.  Long periods 
or regular absences has a marked effect on student learning and achievement. 
  
Our enrolments continue to grow with our latest count having us at 411 and four more 
on the way. We are continually taking enquiries from families wanting to attend St 
Leonards. Unfortunately, we are now having to turn some prospective parents away 
who are not in our zone. 
 
We have started looking at next year’s reception intake and it looks as if we will have 
around 60 newbies coming in 2020. 
 
Our Year 3, 5 and 7 students have just completed their first ever NAPLAN online 
testing.  I would like to congratulate each student who undertook the test this week.  
No matter the results, we will always be pleased with your efforts and will continue to 
provide you with a quality education here at St Leonards. The testing itself overall from 
a technical point of view was quite successful with only a few minor issues. Kelly 
Peterson was outstanding with the support she provided. 
 
Tuesday morning, the leadership team and Mel Perkins, Governing Council Chair, met 
with the CE of the Department, Rick Persse. Rick was really impressed with the 
school, stating openly he had heard many great things about St Leonards.  We talked 
about support for our students with additional needs, Year 7s into high school and the 
issues this creates for us. He was really supportive of our journey and has encouraged 
leadership to reach out if the school needs help.  We have a few projects in mind. 
 
We have a number of exciting developments that have started or are about to start: 

 Our nature play area development starts on Monday 21 May.  The money for this 
area has been the result of some fantastic fundraising efforts by our community 
over the past two years.  It is terrific to see the reward for the many hours people 
have contributed to help the school. 

 The school staffroom is also being redeveloped to accommodate all staff in a 
professional and modern environment.  The Office will also be updated during the 
Term 2 holidays making it a much more functional space. 

 The school Canteen is also having some new flooring and cabinetry installed in the 
July holidays.  This was due to storm damage which occurred late last year. 

 Our refurbished transportable classrooms will have new decking and new doors 
fitted due to some warping of the building.  

 Finally, we are working at refining  our communication procedures and have started 
to use an app called Skoolbag, so far we have about 70 parents/caregivers who 
have downloaded the app. Please download from the app store which supports 
your phone via either the App Store or Google Play.  A  link  to the website is below. 
See page 2 for further information.  

 
skoolbag.com.au  
 
Dave Henty-Smith, Principal 
Jo Meredith, Deputy Principal 
Kathy Baker, Inclusive Education Coordinator 

Year 8 Secondary  

School Forms 
 

to be returned to the Office 

by Friday 24 May. 
 

Dairy Dates 

Week 4 
 

Tuesday 21 May 

 School Banking 
 

Wednesday 22 May 

 National Simultaneous Story 
Time - Alpacas with Maracas 

  Year 4-7 SAPSASA Cross 
Country 

 

Friday 24 May 

 Living Safely with Pets - 
Reception classes 

 2:30pm Working Bee 
 

Week 5 
 

Reconciliation Week 
Activities all week 

 

Tuesday 28 May 

 School Banking 
 

Wednesday 29 May 

 Choir workshop with Brighton 
Secondary School 

 

Friday 31 May 

 Newsletter 

 

Election Day BBQ  

and Cake Stall 

 

 

 

10:00am - 2:00pm 



 
 

Inclusive Education at SLPS 
 
Last Friday a group of parents met in the STEM area for a 
coffee and a chat. We talked about ASD (Autism Spectrum 
Disorder) and shared experiences about having a child on 
the spectrum, possible resources and support services. We 
also discussed the overwhelming feelings around attaining 
a diagnosis, and sometimes the lack of understanding 
about ASD in the wider community.  
 
Our next meeting will be held on 
Friday 7 June from 2 – 3pm. 
Everyone is welcome, as our 
children’s needs are not limited to 
ASD. 
 
This group is about connecting with other parents in a 
relaxed forum. Hope to see you at the next meeting. From 
this meeting a suggestion has been made that we have a 
school Facebook page that shares information about 
upcoming parent workshops etc. We will look at getting this 
page up and running soon. Please keep an eye out for the 
Inclusive Education at SLPS Facebook page.  
 
Kathy Baker 

Skoolbag App 
 
We will be increasing the information being communicated 
to families via the app. This will also include an eNewsletter 
that can be downloaded or viewed on the app and has the 
ability to be translated into many languages. Both formats 
of the newsletter will be available during the transition 
period. The newsletter will continue to be emailed. We will 
keep you informed as new features become available. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 Million Steps 
 
We are half way through the month of May and Jimmy's 22 
Million Steps is moving along well. We have had lots of 
eager steppers participating in our attempt to 'walk' around 
Australia (22 millions steps) as a whole school.  
 
Presently we are around the SA/WA border but steps keep 
coming in everyday. Fundraising is also moving along well, 
having hit over $200 raised for Brainchild so far. If you 
would like to donate to this amazing cause jump on our 
fundraising page:  
https://jimmys22millionsteps2019.everydayhero.com/au/StL
eonardsPrimarySchool and use your child's name as a 
reference.  
 
Students can still get involved if they aren't already, just 
speak to their 
teacher or come 
and see Miss 
Rollings in Room 3. 
There is plenty of 
time to get on board 
and help families 
who have a child 
suffering a brain 
tumour. 
 
Kathleen Rollings 

 

Uniform Shop 

Size 8 winter jackets are now back in stock.  

They can be purchased for $45.00 through the Cash Office 

or via QKR! Other sizes available.  

Parking 

Unfortunately we are still having some issues with parking 
at the school during drop off and pick up times. This has 
lead to complaints from residents who have been unable 
to access their properties and also concerns about 
student safety.  
 
As a result the Council will be increasing their patrols. 
They came by during the week to remind people of the 
rules and that fines may be issued from now on. 
 
Please take note of all parking signs. The 
‘Kiss and Drop” zone on Russell Street has 
a 3 minute time limit and you must stay 
with your vehicle at all times. If you need to 
exit your car please park in the appropriate 
zones.   
 
On Jervois Street there is a no 
parking/standing zone which means there 
is no parking/stopping on the broken yellow lines between 
8:00am and 4:00pm. This is to ensure there is a clear line 
of sight for students and pedestrians to cross safely. 
 
Please also be mindful of residents and parking 
restrictions on the side streets surrounding the school. 
 
The safety of our learners and their families is paramount. 
Your help in this matter is greatly appreciated. 



SAPSASA Athletics 
 
Congratulations to Jack B and Taylah R who have both  
been selected to represent the south west district in the 
upcoming Metropolitan Athletics Championships on 
Tuesday 21 May. 
 

Jack will be competing in the 10 year old discus and Taylah 
in the 11 year old 200m and the relay. We wish them lots of 
luck. 

 

Canteen News 
 
Thanks to all that ordered the showdown donuts and fruit 
buns.  274 donuts and 2 fruit buns were sold. The Crows 
were the winner with this too. Showdown Treat is a 
fundraiser for the canteen and is available twice a year. 
This term’s daily specials have changed. Some can be 
adapted  to cater for a variety of dietary needs. Gluten Free 
Rice Wheels are also available. 
 
Our school garden is providing us 
with a  great variety of fresh 
vegetables. The vegetable lasagne 
is made with carrot, sweet potato, 
pumpkin, zucchini and capsicums all 
grown in our school garden. I can 
make it dairy free (vegan) with a soy 
béchamel and dairy free cheese if required. Homemade 
soup will available next week for $2 a cup. This week will be 
the last week for Slushies, however they will return when 
the weather heats up.  As an alternative, we will have fruit, 
yogurt smoothies available. 
 
Just a reminder that if you forget to pack a spoon or fork for 
your child’s lunch, they are available for sale at the canteen. 
10 cents would be appreciated. The canteen will not heat 
any lunches bought from home.  I will not be responsible for 
re heating food that has been unrefrigerated for most of the 
day. Adding boiling water to cup noodles is also not 
available.  Left over Happy Meals, quiche and rice have all 
found their way to me and they would be best to stay home 
refrigerated. 
 
More volunteers are needed to help run the canteen.  If you 
can spare an hour or two in the morning after drop off, 
please call into the canteen and we can get a roster 
happening.  You don’t have to commit to a regular time. If 
you find you have time to spare one day just call in. 
 
Sadly, this week is the last for my star helper. Thanks 
Chrisna for years of volunteering in the canteen. I really 
appreciate  your help and wish you all the best for your new 
paid job. 
 
Katrina, Canteen Manager 

Fundraising News 
 

Election Day BBQ 

Please come along on Saturday 18 May to cast your vote in 
the Federal election and support our school by purchasing 
a ‘democracy sausage’ from our BBQ or a sweet treat from 
the cake stall. All funds raised go towards new resources 
for the school. 

 

Entertainment Book 

You can purchase an Entertainment Book for 
$70 from the Office, through QKR! or online. 
Monies raised are for our new Nature Play 
Area. 

 

 

Children’s University  
 

For our Week 3 workshop 
the students mixed and 
baked ANZAC biscuits that 
will be sold at the cake stall 
on Saturday.  

 

They organised themselves 
into groups and problem 
solved to get the best 
consistency.  

 

Please remember to bring 
your passports to the Office 
for me to stamp. 

 

Heather Pronk, CU Coordinator 



 

Karen’s Corner 
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
Well as this week draws to a close, for some learners, it 
has been a new experience with respect to NAPLAN, 
whilst for others, knowing what to expect, they’ve handled 
things like the professionals they are.  We are so very 
proud of how our learners have approached the tasks at 
hand, as always they have embraced our school values 
and used them to their advantage to successfully complete 
their work. 
 
It may have been challenging at home and you may have 
noticed changes in your child’s behaviour leading up to and 
during the NAPLAN experience … this is completely 
natural as children navigate their emotions, endeavouring 
to self-regulate themselves during this time.  I know when I 
am facing a challenge, test or unfamiliar task, even as an 
adult, it is easy to become overwhelmed, stressed and 
worried about knowing the material and ultimately the end 
result … as a child those emotions and worries at times 
can be magnified!   
 
Here at St. Leonards, the lead up to NAPLAN, has seen 
our learners practising the material to give each one of 
them the very best chance to be successful, whilst 
alleviating as much pressure as possible, to ensure a 
seamless, successful outcome.  Our incredible educators 
invest so much time, experience and energy assisting our 
learners to feel confident and calm about the tasks at hand. 
 
It’s always important to keep the NAPLAN testing in 
context, remembering it is only one way of evaluating the 
success of your child within the school setting … we are 
very proud of each and every learner at St Leonards and 
we are really impressed at how each one has embraced 

the opportunity to 
measure one area 
of their education at 
this time.  We hope 
that it has been a 
positive time for 

your child and that ‘normality’ will be restored (that is, if 
indeed you have noticed changes over the past few weeks 
with regard to your child’s attitude or behaviour that might 
be explained if they have been involved in the NAPLAN 
testing!)   
 
Hoping you enjoy the weekend, whatever it may hold for 
you and your family … stay warm, cheer and encourage 
loudly if you’re sitting on the sidelines watching your child 
participate in sport, or if you’re involved in barracking for 
your favourite sports team … may it be a positive, happy 
experience for you!   
 
Take care of yourself and those around you … share 
kindness, positivity and good vibes with everyone you meet 
(it’s highly contagious you know!) and one kind word or 
gesture has the potential to create ripple affect … who 
knows how many people might be the recipient of your 
initial act of kindness … it might only be a smile, but to 
another … it might mean the world!!   
Keep smiling, until next time … 

 

Karen Thorogood Pastoral Care Worker 
 

 

Community News 
 

Winter Wonderland returns to Glenelg  
this July! 

  
From Friday 28 June to Monday 22 July inclusive, a 450 
sqm ice rink will be located in Moseley Square under a 

weather-proof marquee. 
  

Sessions go for 1 hour and the rink can accommodate 
up to 150 skaters at a time. 

  
  

Group bookings are now open during these dates for 
the following sessions: 

  
10.00am, 11.30am and 1.00pm 

  
Tickets are $10.00 per child inclusive of skate hire and 

we will waive the booking fee and credit card fees.  Pen-
guin hire is available at the door for an additional $5.00 

per person. 
 

Holdfast Bay Council 
 
 

K I D S  TA E K WO N D O  
Resilience & Confidence 

Respect for Self & Others 

Self Control & Self Discipline 
 

TERM 2 enrolments open now 
 

Various Locations - New Beginners Welcome 
         Children can start at the age of 5 

        Children can start at the age of 5 

        Experienced, qualified, DCSI approved Instructors 

        Olympic Sport 

        Sport Voucher Welcome 
 

Email: info@worldtaekwondo.com.au 

Ph: 0412 909 500  or 0412 965 905 

mailto:info@worldtaekwondo.com.au

